
HOMOPHONES 
Words that are spelled differently but are pronounced alike 

 

Few examples 

 

Aid: a form of help (v. = to help)  

Aide: an assistant 

 
Altogether: entirely 

All together: everyone in a group 

 

Ascent: the act of climbing or moving up; 

an upward journey 

Assent: official agreement to or approval 

of something; to agree to something 

 

Born: to start to exist; to come out of your 

mother’s body at the beginning of your 

life 

Borne: carried by; also, pp of Bear 

 

Chord: (music) two or more notes played 

together; (mathematics) straight line that 

joins two points on a curve 

Cord: strong thick string or thin rope 

 

Complement: to add to something in a 

way that improves it 

Compliment: a remark that expresses 

praise or admiration of somebody 

 

Council: a group of people who are 

elected to govern an area 

Counsel: advice, especially given by older 

people or experts; (law) a lawyer 

Consul: foreign representative 

 

Descent: an action of coming or going 

down 

Dissent: having or expressing opinions 

that are different from those that are 

officially accepted 

Decent: of a good enough standard or 

quality 

 

Desert: a large area of land that has very 

little water and very few plants. 

Dessert: sweet food eaten at the end of a 

meal 

 

Discrete: independent of other things of 

the same type; separate 

Discreet: careful in what you say or do, in 

order to keep something secret or to avoid 

causing difficulty for somebody 

Envelop: to wrap somebody/something up 

or cover them or it completely 

Envelope: a flat paper container used for 

sending letters in 

 

Incite: to encourage somebody to do 

something illegal or unpleasant, especially 

by making them angry or excited 

Insight: the ability to see and understand 

the truth about people or situations 

 

Loose: not firmly fixed where it should 

be; able to become separated from 

something 

Lose: to be unable to find 

something/somebody; to have 

something/somebody taken away from 

you 

 

Maybe: used when you are not certain that 

something will happen or that something 

is true or is correct; perhaps 

May be: used to say that something is 

possible 

 

Mean: to have something as a meaning 

Mien: a person’s appearance or manner 

that shows how they are feeling 

 

Peak: to reach the highest point or value; 

the highest level of something 

Peek: to look at something quickly and 

secretly because you should not be looking 

at it 

Pique: annoyed or bitter feelings that you 

have, usually because your pride has been 

hurt 

 

Practice: action rather than ideas; a way 

of doing something that is expected way in 

a particular organization or situation 

Practise: to do an activity or train 

regularly so that you can improve your 

skill; to do something regularly as part of 

your normal behaviour 

 



Principal: most important; the person 

who is in charge of a school or college; 

(finance) an amount of money that you 

lend to somebody or invest to earn interest 

Principle: a moral rule or a strong belief 

that influences your actions 

 

Recent: that happened or began only a 

short time ago 

Resent: to feel bitter about something, 

especially because you feel it is unfair 

Re-sent: sent again  

 

Rein: a long narrow leather band that is 

fastened around a horse’s neck and is held 

by the rider in order to control the horse 

Rain: water that falls from the sky in 

separate drops 

Reign: the period during which a king, 

queen, emperor, etc. rules 

 

Stationary: not moving; not intended to 

be moved 

Stationery: materials for writing and for 

using in an office 

 

There: in, at or to that place or position 

Their: (the possessive form of they) of or 

belonging to them 

They’re: short form of they are or they 

were 

 

Too: used before adjectives and adverbs to 

say that something is more than is good, 

necessary, possible, etc.  

Two: number 2 

 

Vain: that does not produce the result you 

want; useless; too proud of your own 

appearance, abilities or achievements 

Vane: a flat blade that is moved by wind 

or water and is part of the machinery in a 

windmill, etc.  

Vein: any of the tubes that carry blood 

from all parts of the body towards the 

heart 

 

Waive: to choose not to demand 

something in a particular case, even 

though you have a legal or official right to 

do so  

Wave: a movement of your arm and hand 

from side to side; a raised line of water 

that moves across the surface of the sea, 

ocean, etc. 

 

Whether: used to express a doubt or 

choice between two possibilities  

Weather: the condition of the atmosphere 

at a particular place and time 

 

Whose: used in questions to ask who 

something belongs to; used to say which 

person or thing you mean 

Who’s: (possessive form of who) short 

form of who is/was and who has

 


